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Detailed Action 

Response to Amendment 

Claims 1-9 are pending. This action is in response to the amendment received 
April 10, 2006. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-9 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Dockter 
et al. (US 5,854,923) in view of McDonald et al. (US 2004/0019558). 

Re claim 1, Dockter teaches a central and private consumer repository containing a 
plurality of true consumption profiles corresponding to a plurality of consumers, each of said 
true consumption profiles being anonymous (col. 2. line 50 to col. 3. line 15 V 

a central product repository, containing consumption object profiles for a plurality of 
consumption objects said central product repository being industry relative (col. 3. lines 26- 
38: col. 2. lines 51-53: Dockter teaches both local and distributed databases. The local 
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databases are the central product repository being industry relative because it's locally in a 
company ): 

correlating means for correlating parameters of a potential target consumption object 
with parameters of a given consumer's true consumption profile, and identifying at least one 
best matched consumption object (col. 3, lines 7-24 ): and 

consumer with the profile of said at least one best-matched consumption object (col. 
5, lines 4-16: col. 6, lines 22-28 ). In other words, Dockter matching consumer objects (i.e. 
search object such as rock climbing) to any user (i.e. anonymous user). His system consists 
of automatic construction techniques to monitor the user's behavior to determine the user's 
preferences. These preferences are ranked according to available information objects. 

However, Dockter does not explicitly teach anonymously matching consumption 
objects with a consumer consumption behavior, said consumer being uniquely identified by a 
true behavior derived consumption profile and means for confidentially. On the other hand, 
Abelow discloses anonymously matching consumption objects with a consumer 
consumption behavior, said consumer being uniquely identified by a true behavior derived 
consumption profile and means for confidentially (col. 44, lines 17-48: col. 59, lines 32-44: 
col. 1. lines 41-55: figs. 22 and 27 ). Abelow discloses behavioral information during the 
actual use of products, services and information systems. He keeps all data anonymous. 
In that, his system effectively protects personal privacy and confidentiality. Thus, it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to include means for anonymous and 
confidentially in matching consumption behavior in a customer-based product/services life 
cycle as discloses in Abelow. 
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Re claim 2, Dockter teaches correlating means are triggered automatically (col. 5. 
lines 17-22 ). Dockter discloses automatic construction techniques in this system. 

Re daim 3, Dockter teaches correlating means are triggered by the user (col. 3. lines 
1-25 ). The user triggered the information by searching for a specific word. 

Re claims 4 and 8, Dockter teaches a consumer reaction log for logging a consumer's 
reaction to a correlation between said consumer's true consumption profile and a 
consumption object (figs. 1-3 ). In figures 1-3, Dockter discloses user's preference that 
corresponds to the claimed limitation of a consumer's reaction log. 

Re claims 5 and 9, Dockter teaches consumer's true consumption profiles in the 
central consumer repository are made available to industry entities for performing market 
research (col. 7. lines 1-31 ). Dockter discloses market research when he lists relevant and 
not so relevant information. For example, one type of market research is when he discloses 
computer science material is more interesting than the automotive material. 

Re claim 6, Dockter teaches a method as claimed in claim 1 . Therefore the rationale 
applied in the rejection of claim 1 applies herein. Furthermore, Dockter teaches presenting 
the consumer with a list of best to worst matches (col. 4. lines 9-1 1 : col. 5. lines 4-7 ). Dockter 
discloses most relevant (i.e. best matches) to least relevant (i.e. worst matches). 

Re claim 7, Dockter teaches a weighted correlation (col. 3. lines 60-67: fig. 2 ). 
Dockter discloses an order ranked list that correlate to a weighted correlation. 
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Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Thu Thao Havan whose telephone number is (571 ) 272-81 1 1 . The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Vincent Millin can be reached on (571) 272-6747. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571 ) 273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for unpublished 
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applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see <http://pair-direct-uspto.gov/> . Should you have questions on access to the 
Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at (866) 217-9197 (toll- 
free). 
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VINCENT MIOIN 
SUPERVISORY PATENT ^EB 
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